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DILMUN: MUSIC AND TRADE 



Ali Akbar Habib Bushiri 



The third Millennium B.C was a period 
noted for music in the civilisation of 
Dilmun. Is the relaxed person shown in the 
seals playing a musical instrument or drink- 
ing beer? 

Women had a great share in the music 
sessions of Dilmun. The Oboe, the Lyre 
and the Harp were the musical instruments 
of ancient Dilmun. 

Without a doubt the civilisation of Dilmun is considered one of 
the important civilisations witnessed by the ancient world. If a 
study of the ancient civilisations, their monuments and the 
influence they exercised is vital to scholars, then the study of 
certain aspects of the civilisation of Dilmun is even more 
important for an inhabitant of the Gulf region. The Dilmun 
civilization was a major tributary to the mainstream of human 
history. It struck roots, prospered, mellowed and developed at 
the hands of this inhabitant. In the first issue of the magazine ‘Al 
Watheeka’ or the ‘Document’ we published some aspects of life 
of this civilisation, for example, dress pattens, hair styles etc. In 
this issue we are presenting two other aspects of it, namely 
music, trade and economy. 

A complete study is published in the Arabic Section of this 
issue). 
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